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Friday, 2 September 2022 

The life of the school 

Today saw all pupils, staff 
and representation from 
our community come to-
gether to thank Mrs Dodd 
for the tremendous job she 
has done as Head Teacher 
at Uryside School.  We also 
wished her all the very best 
on her new adventures. 
 
This afternoon we held a 
whole school assembly to 
come together and to say a 
fond farewell.  Pupils, staff, 
parents, rotary club and oth-
ers from across the commu-
nity said their thanks and 
best wishes. 

Mrs Dodd became head 
teacher at Uryside School in 
January of 2019 and since 
then has led the school 

through an HMIE inspection, 
a national pandemic, 2 na-
tional lockdowns and a re-
inspection.  I’m sure she will 
agree it has been an inter-
esting journey!   

There was an unanimous 
agreement that the school is 
in a far stronger position 
now than when she started 
3 and a bit years ago.  She 
has been instrumental in 
leading improvement across 
the school, although she will 
be far too modest to accept 
this.  Also, she was deter-
mined to make Uryside 
School the centre of the 
community introducing com-
munity cafes, family picnics, 
open days and many other 
community events—despite 

2 years plus of social re-
strictions. 

She feels, quite rightly, the 
time is now right to enjoy 
spending more time with 
her 2 grand children  and in-
clude a little more ‘me’ time.   
She said Uryside will always 
be in her heart and I’m sure 
we will see her visiting from 
time to time– the invite will 
always be open. 

Fond Farewell to Mrs Dodd 
Uryside Come Together to Say Thank You 



Industrial Action within Schools—6th, 7th, 8th September 

Although the full impact of the strike action won’t be known until the dates outlined 

above, given the information we have at the time of publishing this newsletter, a decision 

has been made to keep Uryside Primary School open. 

The situation may change and we will update parents as soon as that is the case. 

All council-run early years settings will close on September 6, 7 and 8, as it is not possible 
to guarantee that enough staff would be available.  

This is due to the higher adult to child ratios required for younger children and the need to 
ensure appropriate staffing level to manage risk, health and safety requirements. 

As a result, Uryside Nursery will be closed to all pupils on the 6th, 7th and 8th of Septem-
ber. 

Flu Immunisations 

As you will all be aware flu season is almost upon us. The immunisation teams will again 

be visiting schools across Central Aberdeenshire to offer the flu vaccination to pupils be-

tween September and early December. Immunisations have been moved from the respon-

sibility of GPs and the school nurse/health visiting team to the dedicated NHSG immunisa-

tion team. For the latest information on 2022/23 programme visit 

www.grampianvax.com/flu-and�covid-19-vaccinations/  

Should any carers or parents have any specific information they require or have questions 

for our nursing staff please could they in the first instant email: 

gram.centralschoolimms@nhs.scot  

Consent forms have been sent home, if you did not receive a form please contact the 

school office.  A completed consent form is required in order for your child to receive the 

flu vaccine.  Instead you are also welcome to book into 

your nearest participating community pharmacy for 

your flu vaccination. These will be on the 

www.grampianvax.com website soon.  

https://www.grampianvax.com/flu-and-covid-19-vaccinations/
https://www.grampianvax.com/


Free School Meals for Primary 6 and Primary 7 pupils 
  
The Scottish Government has paused the roll out of free school meals to all Primary 6 
and Primary 7 pupils. 
The government’s decision was made to allow further work with COSLA, the national as-
sociation of Scottish councils, and all local authorities to fully assess the financial and in-
frastructure challenges that have been highlighted for the final phase of the expansion 
plans. We will be in touch with further information when a decision is taken by the gov-
ernment to progress the roll-out to all Primary 6 and Primary 7 pupils. 
Browse Menus - Aberdeenshire Council 1 - Primary (mysaffronportal.com)  

Parents Portal 

Please can all parents also complete their Annual Data Check by logging into Parents Portal 

and completing the necessary documentation.  It is vital school has up-to-date contact de-

tails for each child in our care. 

Please contact the help desk below should you have any difficulties logging in or com-

pleting the checks. 

Parents portal website: https://parentsportal.scot/home/ 

We are offering a support desk at our next community café event for any parent/carer 

having difficulty accessing parents portal. 

Useful Links for Parents and Carers: 

Aberdeenshire Council has a parentsportal page that would be useful for parents and car-
ers to access to give them an awareness of the system and how they can create an ac-
count –  

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/parents-portal/ 

parentsportal have a frequently asked questions section -  

https://parentsportal.scot/home/ 
 

Staff Changes 

Mrs Lyndsey McGunnigle will be acting Head Teacher of Uryside School in the interim until 

a new Head Teacher is appointed. 

Ms Jennifer Anderson will join Mr David Shanks and Ms Cheryl Pow as part of the senior 

leadership team. 

Ms Jade Brodie will be covering Ms Anderson’s class in the short term and will be in next 

week to visit the class and meet the children.  

https://ourshiremenus.mysaffronportal.com/Menus
https://parentsportal.scot/home/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/parents-portal/
https://parentsportal.scot/home/


Seesaw Update—for all Primary School Pupils 

Thank you to everyone that has completed the necessary consent forms to allow us to 
begin setting up the Seesaw classes.  These should be up and running from early next 
week. 

A reminder that any child without consent will not be included in the classroom.   

Please complete the online form to consent to your child being included in their Seesaw 
class for this session.  The form can also be used to decline consent.  Please complete indi-
vidual forms for all of your children.  Thank you. 

https://forms.gle/6U4C1Zhz2KAGUwVEA  

 

Any child or family opting out of Seesaw will continue to receive updates via the Friday 

newsletter to all Parents (Uryside School News) or notifications via email.  We are currently 

looking at a number of other options on how to get specific class information, including 

homework and preview learning out to all parents.  We hope to provide more details very 

soon. 

 

Community Café 

Uryside School would love to welcome our parents, friends and community along to our 
community café events.  Primary 4A will host the first of these with a French theme. 

P4A cafe will have a French twist to it. Please come along Tuesday 
13th September from  9:30 am to practise some French with your child, enjoy a nice cuppa 
and some biscuits. 

 

This event will also have a parents portal support desk, so come along enjoy a tea and 
coffee and we can assist anyone having difficulty accessing Parents Portal. 

https://forms.gle/6U4C1Zhz2KAGUwVEA


Drop and Drive Route and Use of School Car Park 

• Parents must not park in the red drop off zones and walk pupils to class or lines.  

Drivers must remain in the car and drop pupils to allow for a smooth running of 

the system. 

• Car park opens at 8.55am daily.  Entry prior to 8.55am is for staff, visitors, medical 

exemptions and school transport only. 

• Use only the designed points identified in red for dropping pupils off.  Please do not 

use parking spaces. 

• Please ensure your child has all of their belongings in hand as you approach the car 

park so that you can take as little time as possible to stop and let them safely leave 

the car. 

• Please drive in accordance with the speed limit signs within the car park area, re-

main patient and mindful that more children and traffic than normal may be around 

the school car park area.  



https://www.gwct.org.uk/schoolsart


https://www.gtm.org.uk/events/cycle-aberdeenshire-gtm/


Click the above images for more information on the events in and around our 

local area this weekend. 

There is a guide to the rolling road closures and a map of the route here. 

Tour of Britain 2022 | VisitAberdeenshire (visitabdn.com)  

https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/leisure-culture-and-parks/events-aberdeen/getabout-aberdeen-cycling-festival-and-aj-bell-tour-britain-2022/getabout-aberdeen-cycling-festival
https://www.facebook.com/events/5322511941157923
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/Apps/roadworks/pdf/Tour%20of%20Britain%202022%20rolling%20road%20closure.pdf
https://www.visitabdn.com/tour-of-britain/


⛷ SKIING COMPETITION  ⛷  

 

This years Scottish schools ski competition is at Alford dry ski slope on Sun-
day 18th September 5pm-8pm.  

 

This is a very inclusive and supportive team event and we are looking to con-
tinue to grow our Uryside team to get a big representation on the day. Any-
one who is able to use the ski lift and make turns from the top of the hill is 
welcome to join and there is a huge range of abilities there on the day.  

 

If you are keen to ‘give it a go’ then please contact Adrian Stewart by email-
ing adrians39@hotmail.com.  

mailto:adrians39@hotmail.com




Holiday Dates: 

Other Holiday dates available to view here. 

School Calendar for Session 2022/23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Website: Uryside School  

1st July 2022 Last Day of the School Year 

23rd August 2022 New Term starts for Pupils 

14th October 2022 Term ends 

31st October 2022 New Term begins 

17th & 18th November In-service Days 

23rd December 2022 End of Term 2 

Raring2go! Autumn issue 

We have got the Autumn issue of Raring2go! off to print and they are 
on their way out across the City and Shire already. 

BUT meanwhile here is the link to the Autumn 2022 issue  

LINK https://bit.ly/R2goAutumn2022 
 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/school-term-dates/
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Uryside-Whole-School-Calendar-2022-23-1.pdf
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/
https://bit.ly/R2goAutumn2022
https://bit.ly/R2goAutumn2022

