
WHAT’S ON 

 

——————————— 

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

Tuesday 10th January 

——————— 

P4B FRENCH CAFE 

Tuesday 17th January 

9.30-10.30 

————————————— 

 

 

Friday, 23 December 2022 

The life of the school 

Finally our Uryside Christ-
mas Fayre took place this 
Tuesday.  A superb turnout 
made the event a great suc-
cess. 
 
It was brilliant to finally have 
a Christmas Fayre return to 
Uryside School.  The event 
eventually took place on 
Tuesday evening and there 
was a tremendous turn out 
of support. 

A huge vote of thanks go to 
Mrs Duthie,  Ms Kelman, 
Mrs Patterson and Ms Stew-
art for organising the event.  
Also to the volunteers from 
our parent forum for as-
sisting on the evening and 
with the setup. 

The event saw the return of 
Santa’s grotto, games, stalls, 
a raffle, tombola and even 
indoor beat the goalie!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Fayre man-
aged to raise over £2100 for 
the school fund to enable us 
to purchase and update re-
sources that will be utilised 
by all pupils across the 
school. 

 

Finally everyone at Uryside 
School would like to wish all 
of our families, friends and 
the local community a won-
derful Christmas and a hap-
py, healthy New Year! 

Christmas Fayre Success 
Huge Thank You to All Who Attended 



Use of Seesaw to End 

In line with schools across Aberdeenshire, Uryside School will stop using Seesaw from Fri-
day 23rd December.  It was recognised by Education and Children’s Services (ECS) that 
schools in Aberdeenshire found Seesaw a useful product and it was for this reason signifi-
cant time and effort was given to completing a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) 
for Seesaw on behalf of these schools.  A privacy notice was created and parental con-
sents were obtained.  However further concerns have arisen with Seesaw and Aberdeen-
shire Council have instructed schools to suspend its use from the end of this term. 

We recognise the value that Seesaw brought in terms of highlighting pupil’s learning to 
parents, sharing information and creating lines of communication.  Moving forward, we 
are looking at a co-ordinated approach with our Inverurie cluster schools and have re-
ceived demonstrations of a similar product that has an approved DPIA from Aberdeen-
shire council.  More importantly, it continues many of the features we enjoyed with See-
saw, albeit, in a slightly different layout. 

Our aim is to provide parents with more information on the product in the new year and 
have this operational as early as possible.  Please be mindful we are co-ordinating this ap-
proach with local schools so staff will need to be trained in using the product and parental 
consents will need to be collated and obtained before we can start rolling it out across the 
school 

In the meantime, school will continue to communicate with parents through our usual 
methods i.e. text, email and school weekly newsletter.  Home learning will be posted on 
class virtual classrooms and we will sign post you to these in the new year. 

 

Bonjour!!! 

P4B are inviting you to their French cafe on Tuesday 17th January 2023 at 9:30. Come 
along for "une tasse de the et des biscuits" and a nice chat. 

A bientot! 

School Closed Tuesday 10th January 

Due to continued strike action from members of Teachers’ unions NASUWT, EIS and SSTA; 

Aberdeenshire Council have closed all primary schools to pupils on Tuesday 10th January.  

A further strike is planned for the 30th January and more information on this will be given 

nearer the time. 

“We appreciate that closures inconveniences parents and carers, but the safety and well-

being of our pupils is our paramount concern. Strike action will not affect our early learn-

ing settings and school lets (groups and clubs that utilise school space) and these will be 

open and operate as usual.” Vincent Docherty, Head of Education and Chief Education 

Officer . 



Santa Run 

This Wednesday and Thursday we were able to hold our annual Santa Run for all pupils 

across the school.  Pupils (and staff) followed a Christmas themed track around the 

school, collecting a medal at the end.  A team of Santa's helpers assisted on the day and 

thanks go to Mrs Glennie for organising the event.  A bit of festive exercise to brush off 

the December blues! 

   

 

Staffing Update 

After 25 years service as a Pupil Support Assistant at Market Place School and then on to 

Uryside School, pupils and staff gave thanks and wished a happy retirement to Mrs Carol 

Cruickshank.  Her years of dedication to supporting pupils and staff, especially in matters 

of first aid, will be greatly missed.  She promises to return and visit us. 

Miss Kirsten Rennie will be starting as the new teacher of P2B after the holidays.   Mrs 
McGunnigle and Mrs Bond are going to support her as she starts in order to set up the 
routines, standards and review the groupings and attainment. 

We are in the process of advertising for a number of temporary PSA positions with flexi-
ble start and finish times.  We are looking for people interested in working with our 
young people, enthusiastic and caring in helping to support them in school.  We wel-
come applications from individuals that are patient, committed and looking to be part of 
a great team.  The jobs will be posted on My Job Scotland and a job profile is here.  
Please contact us if you wish more information on the positions. 

We are also seeking an assistant cook and have a number of early years positions also 
available: My Job Scotland  

https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs
https://admin.myjobscotland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/job-attachments/2022/12/311326/Job%20Profile%20Pupil%20Support%20Assistant%202011-05-11.pdf?_gl=1*oab2j*_ga*MTg5MjE5OTc3Mi4xNjUzMDM3MjU4*_ga_JDRQF5ZSBE*MTY3MTc5MDEyMi4xLjEuMTY3MTc5MDEzNy4wLjAuMA..
https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs/assistant-cook-310602
https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs


P1 Enrollment Week: 16th-20th January 2023. 

 

Aberdeenshire’s Registration Week for Primary 1 admission is Monday 16th January to 
Friday 20th January 2023.” 

All children who reach their fifth birthday by 29th February 2024 are invited to register 
for Primary 1 for admission in August 2023.   

Parents/Carers of those children due to commence attendance at school in August 
2023 should now register their children for the appropriate local primary school.   

To register for a primary school place, for a school within your catchment area, please 
complete the online application which can be found at: https://
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/applyForSchoolPlace.   

It is usual practice for children to attend their local catchment primary school, however, 
you have the right to apply to place your child in a school other than your local 
school.  Please complete an out of zone placing request.  (You should still register your 
child in a school in the area you live in until you know the outcome of your applica-
tion)  Out of Zone Request form can be found at: https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
schools/school-info/admissions/out-of-zone-school/ 

 
Please bring the below with you when your child starts school: 

• the child’s birth certificate as this is required as evidence of their date of birth and; 

evidence of the parent/carer’s home address (for example a recent utility bill or recent 
bank statement). 

All schools in Aberdeenshire have the same start date, in the middle of August each 
year. You will be informed of this year's start date at the time of registration at school. 

Aberdeenshire Education & Children's Services makes no provision to admit any chil-

dren who are five after the end of February, unless that child has previously been regis-

tered and has commenced full-time attendance (excluding induction) in a state sup-

ported or Forces school and is transferring into Aberdeenshire. In this case, the local 

authority can exercise discretion. Registration for a nursery or playgroup does not 

count for the purposes of this exception.  

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/applyForSchoolPlace
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/applyForSchoolPlace
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/admissions/out-of-zone-school/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/admissions/out-of-zone-school/


Holiday Dates: 

Other Holiday dates available to view here. 

School Calendar for Session 2022/23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Website: Uryside School  

23rd December 2022 End of Term 2 

9th January 2023 Start of term 3 

9th and 10th February Local school holidays 

13th February Mid term holiday 

14th and 15th February In service Days 

31st March  End of Term 3 

We are at the start of the Christmas season – Aber-
deen City’s Christmas lights are up, and across the rest 
of the area we are getting excited about the many lo-
cal town Christmas Tree Light switch on events too! 

Here is a copy of the Winter issue (Issue 63)  

 

LINK http://bit.ly/3V91Lvd 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/school-term-dates/
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Uryside-Whole-School-Calendar-2022-23-1.pdf
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/
http://bit.ly/3V91Lvd
http://bit.ly/3V91Lvd

