
 

WHAT’S ON 

 

——————— 

P4B FRENCH CAFE 

Tuesday 17th January 

9.30-10.30 

————————————— 

Burns Lunch 

Wednesday 25th January 

———————- 

 

 

Friday, 13 January 2023 

The life of the school 

Uryside School wishes all of 
our families, friends and 
wider community a healthy, 
happy New Year as we look 
ahead to 2023. 
 
This month we celebrate the 
Scottish language with a fo-
cus on the Doric dialect that 
is very prominent in the 
north east of Scotland.  Once 
again we ask every pupil 
across the school to engage 
in some Doric or Scots lan-
guage poetry recital; to have
-a-go at learning what you 
can of the poem, trying 
those tricky pronunciations 
and expressions.   We come 
together at the end of this 
month to hear our class po-
ems in a whole school as-
sembly.   

Another focus for the school 
this month is parental com-
munication.  The swift with-
draw of Seesaw has left us 
all in a bit of a limbo at the 
moment.  We do have our 
virtual classrooms (links later 
in this newsletter).  These 
are where parents will find 
information on class timeta-
bles, routines, preview 
learning and copies of the 
poems your child is learning.  
We aim to have the virtual 
classrooms fully updated 
and operational by the end 
of next week.  In the mean-
time, if you have any ques-
tions or queries please con-
tinue to contact us via the 
main office (email, phone or 
voice message). 

Uryside School is working 
with it’s local cluster schools 
on a programme that will re-
place what Seesaw offered 
but hopefully is here to stay.  
We hope to update on this 
very soon. 

Ms Kirsten Rennie has joined 
the teaching staff at Uryside.  
She will be teaching Primary 
2B up to the summer break.  
Mrs Sophie Charles  is mov-
ing on from her role as a PSA 
at Uryside to ventures new 
and we thank her for the 
help and support she has 
provided our pupils during 
the time she has been with 
us.  Recruitment starts for 
the vacant positions next 
week.  

Happy New Year! 
We hope you all enjoyed a great festive period 



School Communication 

In line with schools across Aberdeenshire, Uryside School stopped using Seesaw from Fri-
day 23rd December.  It was recognised by Education and Children’s Services (ECS) that 
schools in Aberdeenshire found Seesaw a useful product and it was for this reason signifi-
cant time and effort was given to completing a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) 
for Seesaw on behalf of these schools.  A privacy notice was created and parental con-
sents were obtained.  However further concerns have arisen with Seesaw and Aberdeen-
shire Council have instructed schools to suspend its use from the end of last year. 

We recognise the value that Seesaw brought in terms of highlighting pupil’s learning to 
parents, sharing information and creating lines of communication.  Moving forward, we 
are looking at a co-ordinated approach with our Inverurie cluster schools and have re-
ceived demonstrations of a similar product that has an approved DPIA from Aberdeen-
shire council.  More importantly, it continues many of the features we enjoyed with See-
saw, albeit, in a slightly different layout. 

Our aim is to provide parents with more information on the product in the new year and 
have this operational as early as possible.  Please be mindful we are co-ordinating this ap-
proach with local schools so staff will need to be trained in using the product and parental 
consents will need to be collated and obtained before we can start rolling it out across the 
school 

In the meantime, school will continue to communicate with parents through our usual 
methods i.e. text, email and school weekly newsletter.  Home learning will be posted on 

 

Uryside Virtual Classrooms 

These are the go-to place for information on your child’s timetable, preview learning and 

links to resources.  They remain in development but aim to be fully operational and up-

dated by Friday 20th January. 

Primary 1 Primary 2 Primary 3 Primary 4 Primary 5 Primary5/6 

 

Primary 6A  Primary 6B  Primary 7A  Primary 7B 

Preview learning (homework) will uploaded onto the classrooms by Friday 20th January 

and will be updated every Friday from then on. 

Medication in School 

A gentle reminder that all medication taken by pupils in school requires completion of a 

form available at our school office.  No pupil should be carrying or taking medication un-

less school has been previously informed.  The forms differ depending upon whether an 

adult is required to administer the medication.    

https://tinyurl.com/urysideP1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19H5hxqZfvH7pL9Du1xtQe9Key2WOHgNZWjflp9hHiwI/present?slide=id.g154389673f4_1_1
https://tinyurl.com/Uryp23p3
https://tinyurl.com/urysidep4
https://tinyurl.com/UrysideP5
https://tinyurl.com/urysidemisshclass
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSyGcmp6TiEtX1EW63QF3qk_AgVfPra6OEiiMfYuh0BMeW5V3OkQxL2Mvw-irCXD7qZakia9gnXiqpr/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12SL7VsACtaJdiJgmq9RnSudNJ4YQW9fatCLsOfsRYjU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11Z4OxrXFXxYUP3U1WSN-HfkNOkMzCMZCCQh_Gv1IVMs/present
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQeWoaGCVUlOlKRv8u-6RwH6xym-8BbQh0Bllod_mQLgj97Cv3LwBesbOYPCbvuSQRejlbNbXxRDOcP/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000&slide=id.g139cd8adbbd_0_0


P1 Enrollment Week: 16th-20th January 2023. 

 

Aberdeenshire’s Registration Week for Primary 1 admission is Monday 16th January to 
Friday 20th January 2023.” 

All children who reach their fifth birthday by 29th February 2024 are invited to register 
for Primary 1 for admission in August 2023.   

Parents/Carers of those children due to commence attendance at school in August 
2023 should now register their children for the appropriate local primary school.   

To register for a primary school place, for a school within your catchment area, please 
complete the online application which can be found at: https://
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/applyForSchoolPlace.   

It is usual practice for children to attend their local catchment primary school, however, 
you have the right to apply to place your child in a school other than your local 
school.  Please complete an out of zone placing request.  (You should still register your 
child in a school in the area you live in until you know the outcome of your applica-
tion)  Out of Zone Request form can be found at: https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
schools/school-info/admissions/out-of-zone-school/ 

 
Please bring the below with you when your child starts school: 

• the child’s birth certificate as this is required as evidence of their date of birth and; 

evidence of the parent/carer’s home address (for example a recent utility bill or recent 
bank statement). 

All schools in Aberdeenshire have the same start date, in the middle of August each 
year. You will be informed of this year's start date at the time of registration at school. 

Aberdeenshire Education & Children's Services makes no provision to admit any chil-

dren who are five after the end of February, unless that child has previously been regis-

tered and has commenced full-time attendance (excluding induction) in a state sup-

ported or Forces school and is transferring into Aberdeenshire. In this case, the local 

authority can exercise discretion. Registration for a nursery or playgroup does not 

count for the purposes of this exception.  

Bonjour!!! 

P4B are inviting you to their French cafe on Tuesday 17th January 2023 at 9:30. Come 
along for "une tasse de the et des biscuits" and a nice chat. 

A bientot! 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/applyForSchoolPlace
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/applyForSchoolPlace
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/admissions/out-of-zone-school/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/admissions/out-of-zone-school/


 P1 Notification of Health Screening 

The school nurse team, as part of NHS Grampian’s Programme for Health,  will be  

screening all P1 pupils on Thursday 19th January.  The team will be screening for height, 

weight and any other health issues.  The School Nurse may send parents information 

about general aspects of health and wellbeing with the screening results.  They may also 

contact you to discuss the screening results and follow up support that you may be 

offered. 

If you have any concerns about this, wish to be present or wish to discuss any health 

matters, please contact the School Nurse Team on 01467 670990. 

Modern Languages at Uryside Update 

What an exciting time for Modern Languages this term! 

 

P4B will host a French cafe on Tuesday 17th January. 

P5s have been writing French posters to a P5-7 class in Oyne. 

P6s have received letters from Britanny (France) and have been writing responses. 

P7s are about to learn some Spanish vocabulary and phrases around February / March. 

Some pupils will also have the opportunity to introduce some words of their own lan-
guage in January / February.  

 

Mr Journe 

P7 Transition to Inverurie Academy 

Parents of P7 pupils were sent a transition timetable this week produced by Inverurie 

Academy.  It highlights all of the events that Inverurie Academy are arranging to support 

the pupils in transitioning across to the Academy in August.  A copy of the timetable is 

available to view here. 

Also on offer is an opportunity to have a guided tour of the community campus building.  

This is on Thursday 19th January and this must be pre-booked and spaces are now at a 

premium.   Slots from 6-7pm are now sold out but spaces remain for the 7-8pm tour.  

They can be booked via Eventbrite or more information was provided in the letter here.   

 

https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-12-23-P7-Transition-Timeline.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/p7-parent-information-eveningtour-tickets-510663336787
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-12-23-P7-Parent-Tour-Booking.pdf


Textile banner display Inverurie 

In 2023 Live Life Aberdeenshire partnered with the Book of Deer Project and 50 volunteers to create 
six stunning textile banners inspired by illustrations and doodles in the Book of Deer, an exquisite 10th 
century gospel pocketbook linked to Aberdeenshire. The results are truly beautiful and a testament 
to the skills of the designer, Rachael Forbes, and the amazing Aberdeenshire stitchers. They feature 
images of local flora and fauna, fantastical creatures, and the Apostles, all created using natural dyes 
and intricate stitching.  

The banners are on tour and will be at Inverurie Library from 11-23 Jan. 
The perfect antidote to dreich January days, give your sprits a lift and pop 
along for a viewing! Please share with friends and colleagues. 

The library is open at the following times: 

Tues 9am – 5.30pm 

Wed 9am – 5.30pm 

Thurs 10am – 7pm 

Sat 10am – 2pm 

For future Aberdeenshire tour dates visit https://tinyurl.com/3p9bbtx6 

https://tinyurl.com/3p9bbtx6






Holiday Dates: 

Other Holiday dates available to view here. 

School Calendar for Session 2022/23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Website: Uryside School  

9th January 2023 Start of term 3 

30th January  Proposed further strike day 

9th and 10th February Local school holidays 

13th February Mid term holiday 

14th and 15th February In service Days 

31st March  End of Term 3 

Scottish Book Trust Art Competition 
We are running an exciting art competition for all P1–3s across Scotland. We would love you to 
draw a design that represents looking after and loving our planet. The entries will be judged by an 
expert panel including bestselling author and illustrator Vivian French.  

The winning design will be printed on all the new Read, Write, Count bags gifted during Book 
Week Scotland in November 2023.   
Read, Write, Count drawing competition - Scottish Book Trust 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/school-term-dates/
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Uryside-Whole-School-Calendar-2022-23-1.pdf
https://uryside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors/vivian-french
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/read-write-count/drawing-competition
http://bit.ly/3V91Lvd

